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What are special educational needs?

A child or young person has special educational needs if he or she has a learning
difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him
or her. A learning difficulty or disability is a significantly greater difficulty in learning
than most others of the same age. Special educational provision means educational or
training provision that is additional to, or different from, that made generally for
others of the same age in a mainstream setting in England... Health care provision or
social care provision which educates or trains a child or young person is to be treated
as special educational provision. Code of Practice 2014
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of -practice-0-t0-25

What is the SEND Information Report?

In March 2011, the Government issued a Green Paper - a consultation document - which
announced that they wanted fo improve the special educational needs system. This was
to provide better outcomes for children and young people with additional needs and
disabilities and to improve the experience of parents/carers when securing support for
their children. In order fo do this, the Government produced a Children and Families
Bill (2013) which later became the Children and Families Act 2014. The SEN
Information Report, known previously as ‘the local of fer' will provide parents/carers
with information about what support is available in school to help children who may have
a special educational need as well as options available to support families who need
additional help to care for their child.

There are 14 questions, devised in consultation with parents/carers and other agencies,
which reflect their concerns and interests. These will be answered by agencies, schools
and colleges to provide information to parents and carers to enable them to make
decisions about how to best support their child's needs.


http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25

Below are Westlands Primary School's current responses to these questions.

1. How does Westlands Primary School know if children need extra help?
We know when pupils need help if:

e Concerns are raised by parents/carers, teachers, the pupil's previous school or
the child.

e Tracking of attainment indicates a lack of adequate progress.

2. How will Westlands Primary School support my child?

o All pupils will be provided with high quality teaching that is differentiated to
suit their individual needs. The overall judgement of the quality of teaching can
be seen on the school's last Ofsted Inspection Report, which is available to view
on the website.

e Pupil Progress Meetings are held each term where the class teacher meets with
the Head Teacher (Mr. Taylor) to discuss the progress of each child. This
discussion may highlight if a pupil requires further support in a specific areaq,
such as reading, writing or maths. Class teachers will also report progress to
parents at termly Parents’ Evenings.

e Where it is decided that further support in a particular area is required to help
to increase the rate of progress, the pupil may be placed in a small intervention
group run by either the class teacher or teaching assistant. The length of time
of the intervention will vary according to need but will be reviewed regularly by
the teacher to track progress and to evaluate effectiveness.

e If the evaluation indicates that further support is necessary, then the views of
all involved, including the parents will meet to plan a programme of support
detailing how best o meet the needs of the pupil. This will follow the ‘graduated
approach’ and an Assess Plan Do Review (APDR) cycle of support, will be
implemented by the class teacher, with support from the SENCo (Miss Adams)
and closely monitored to review outcomes.

e At Westlands, we work alongside other professionals and agencies to support
the needs of individual pupils and may call upon the specialist services (listed in
question 6) to support staff further in supporting your child.



o For pupils who, despite relevant and purposeful action taken, require additional

support, school or parents may consider requesting an Education, Health and
Care assessment that will be undertaken by the local authority.

3. How will the curriculum be matched to my child's needs?

Teachers plan differentiated work, where subject appropriate, o match the
ability of all pupils in the classroom. When a pupil has been identified has
having SEND, the curriculum will be further differentiated by the class
teacher to meet their needs. This may be in the form of additional
specialised equipment or resources.

4. How will I know how my child is doing?

The class teacher is the initial point of contact for responding to parental
concerns and can be contacted via the school office or Class Dojo. Parents
are invited to discuss their child's progress at termly Parents’ Evenings with
the class teacher.

If a further appointment is required, parents are asked fo contact the
school office to make an appointment with the school's SENCO.

5. What support will there be for my child's overall well-being?

The school offers a variety of pastoral support for pupils. These include:

A broad curriculum that aims to provide pupils with knowledge, understanding
and skills they need to enhance their emotional and social knowledge and
well-being.

Pupil voice interviews take place and Governors are included in the process.

The school has gained Healthy School status which evidences the work
undertaken within the school to support pupils’ well-being. The school
delivers a curriculum which supports a healthy lifestyle.

The school of fer extra - curricular activities, designed to promote ‘healthy
lifestyles’ including exercise and making healthy choices.

6. What specialist services are available at or accessed by the school?



At times it may be necessary to consult with outside agencies to receive more

specialised advice. This will only be undertaken after parent permission has been

obtained. The agencies used by school include:

Special Educational Needs Support Services (SENSS)
Educational Psychology Service

Autism Inclusion Team

Behaviour Support Team

Learning Support Advisory Teacher, including support for specific learning
difficulties e.g., dyslexia

Autism Inclusion Team

Sensory team (Hearing and Visual Support)

CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service)
School Nursing Team

Occupational Therapy

Speech and Language Inclusion Team

Virtual School

7. What training do the staff supporting children with SEND at Westlands
Primary School undertake?

Where relevant, different members of staff received training in helping to support

pupils with needs relating to:

Dyslexia and Dyscalculia
Autism Spectrum Disorder
Literacy difficulties (Educational Psychology Service)

Speech and Language

8. How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including

school trips?



All children are encouraged fo participate in school outings. Risk assessments
are carried out and procedures put in place to enable all children to be
included. School trips will be discussed with parents prior to the event.

9. How will you help me to support my child’s learning?

10.

The class teacher may suggest ways of how you can support your child. Please
look at the school website for ways that you can support your child at home.
The school organises a number of parent workshops and enterprise activities
during the year. These aim to provide useful opportunities for parents to
learn more about the curriculum that we offer.

Pupils with medical needs

Pupils with a known medical need will be provided with a detailed Care Plan,
compiled with support from the school nurse, in consultation with
parents/carers. School staff receive asthma, anaphylaxis, and epilepsy
training, delivered by the school nursing team. All medicine administration
procedures adhere to the LA policy and DfE guidelines included within
Supporting pupils at school with medical conditions (DfE) 2014. The
following support staff are currently first aid trained: Mrs. Marshall, Mr.
Tittensor, Miss Stokoe, Mrs. Wilkes, Miss Williams and Mrs Gater.

How accessible is the school environment?

Our Accessibility Plan describes the actions the school has taken fo increase

access to the environment and the curriculum. Further information is available

on the school website.

11. How will the school prepare and support my child when joining Westlands

Primary School or transferring to a new school?

A number of strategies are in place to enable the pupil's transition to be as smooth

as possible. These include:

A planned programme of visits provided in the summer term for pupils
starting in the reception class and a phased induction in September can be
arranged if necessary.



o Parents/Carers of pupils joining the school are encouraged to visit the school
beforehand and meet with Mr Taylor to discuss starting arrangements

e Discussions between the previous and receiving schools prior to the pupil
leaving/ joining. School records will be requested immediately to obtain
information about the pupil.

e Miss Adams will be available to meet new parents of pupils who are known to
have SEND to allow concerns to be raised and listen to parents’ views.

Transition to the next school

Parents will be encouraged to consider options for the next phase of education.
The transition programme in place for Y6 provides a number of opportunities for
pupils to meet staff in the new setting. The annual review in ¥5 for pupils with a
statement of educational need or an Education, Health and Care plan begins the
process where parents are supported to make decisions regarding secondary
school choice.

12.How are the school's resources allocated and matched to children’s special
educational needs?

The SEND budget is allocated each financial year. The money is used to provide
equipment and facilities to support pupils with special educational needs and
disabilities. This may include deployment of staff. For those pupils with more
complex needs, the school may be allocated Additional Educational Needs funding,
which will be used according to individual circumstances.

13.How is the decision made about how much support my child will receive?

For pupils with a special educational need but without an Education Health and Care
Plan, the decision regarding the support required will be made in consultation with
the class teacher, the SENCo and Head Teacher, as appropriate. For pupils with a
Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) the decision is made when the plan is being
produced or during the Annual Review process.

14 _How will T be involved in discussions about and planning for my child's
education?



All parents are encouraged to contribute to their child's education. This may be

through:

Discussions with the class teacher, SENCo or Head Teacher
During Parents' Evenings

Parents are involved in their child’'s APDR cycle of support.

15.Who can I contact for further information?

If you wish to discuss your child's educational needs or have concerns about
something regarding your child's schooling, please contact the school office to

arrange a meeting with the following:

Your child's class teacher
The SENCo
The Head Teacher

SEND Governor (Mrs Charlotte Walker)

T hope these questions have answered any queries that you may have but please do not
hesitate to contact the school if you have any further questions.

Support services for parents of pupils with SEND include:

e Staffordshire Family Partnership (SENDIASS) https://www.staffs-iass.org/

If you have a general enquiry and would like to speak to one of the team or want to
request information and support, please telephone 01785 356921 during office
hours. Alternatively email sfps@staffordshire.gov.uk

¢ Information on where the Local Authority's Local Offer can be found:

https://www.staffordshireconnects.info/kb5/staffordshire/directory/home.page
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There are many SEN terms that are abbreviated which can lead to confusion.

Below are some that you may find useful.

ADHD Attention Deficit & Hyperactivity Disorder
ASD Autistic Spectrum Disorder

APDR Assess Plan Do Review

BESD Behavioural Emotional & Social Difficulties
CAF Common Assessment Framework

CAHMS Child & Adolescent Mental Health Service
CoP Code of Practice

CP Child Protection

EAL English as an Additional Language

EPS Educational Psychology Service

FSM Free School Meals

HI Hearing Impairment

LAC Looked After Child

LEA Local Education Authority

MLD Moderate Learning Difficulty

oT Occupational Therapist

SalLT Speech & Language Therapy

SEND Special Educational Needs and Disability
VI Visual Impairment




